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waves were before the sea," and "that they were Rohans if
they could not be kings." There was no effective central
government, and nothing like a People, even wi^in~the circle
of the so-called shires; all was tyranny, violence, feudal
'" oppression. The true Irish land, still two-thirds of the island,
was left divided among its Celtic chiefs, who submitted them-
selves to their distant suzerain, or took up arms against his
nobles, just as it suited their fickle purpose; this region was
also given up to ever-increasing anarchy. Strangely, too, though
the Pale had been pushed further, the influence^ of the Celt
was growing within its borders, owing to a most remarkable
change^f usage and manners, to be noticed afterwards when
it becomes fully manifest. England, at this period, had little
more hold on Ireland, than the Mogul Empire had on India in
the days of Cfive and Hastings.
A period of more than six generations of man divides the
reign of John from that of Henry IV. To outward seeming
the power of England over Ireland had been extended during
this long space of time. Edward I and Edward III would
have thought it foul scorn had their supremacy over the whole
of the island been questioned in Parliament, or in a Court of
Justice; it had repeatedly been acknowledged by Irish kings
and chiefs. The ascendency, too, of the arms of England had
been proved decisively throughout this period; the Anglo-
Normans and the Englishry, as their successors were called,
were irresistible in the field against the Irish Celts, who could
not contend, in fair fight, with the knight, the man-at-arms,
and the English longbow. -Now and then indeed, the light-
armed Irish soldiery struck down Norman and Saxon, as in
Fitzstephen's time, in cunningly laid ambushes, or in an
intricate country; Black Friday, long a day of mourning for
the townsmen of Dublin, commemorates a successful Irish raid
and massacre. But English conquest made steady progress, if
we look at material force only; the De Burghs carried their
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